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Mejia-Ramaja v. Lynch

November 20, 2015

Immigration Law

(United States First Circuit) - In a petition to review the decision of the Board of Immigrant
Appeals (BIA) declining to reopen Guatemalan petitioner's removal proceedings, the petition is
denied where the BIA acted well within the realm of its discretion.

Moriarty v. Colvin

November 20, 2015

Government Benefits, Attorney's Fees

(United States First Circuit) - In a suit challenging Massachusetts Commissioner of Social
Security Administration's decision to administer its own Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
claims, which decision had the effect of reducing the fees paid to attorneys representing
Massachusetts SSI claimants, the district court’s grant of summary judgment to the state agency
is affirmed where the Commissioner has the power to exclude state-administered state
supplementary payments from the amount included in

US v. Mclvery

November 20, 2015

Sentencing, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - In a case in which defendant was indicted under a legal regime that
was modified by the subsequent passage of the Fair Sentencing Act of 2010 (FSA), Pub. L. No.
11-220, the sentence for guilty plea to drug charges and finding the drug quantities needed to
calibrate the sentencing scales under Harris v. US, 536 U.S. 545 (2002), is affirmed over
defendant's claims that the district court erred in imposing a mandatory minimum sentence and
that its error is both structural and procedural.

Wilder v. US

November 20, 2015

Habeas Corpus, Criminal Law & Procedure

(United States First Circuit) - Denial of petition for writ of habeas corpus relief, 28 U.S.C.
section 2255, from conviction of transportation, receipt and possession of child pornography in
violation of 18 U.S.C. section 2252, is affirmed where petitioner cannot overcome his procedural
default from not pursuing his Fifth or Sixth Amendment claims raised here for the first time.
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